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Lonchopteridae
Jean-Paul Haenni (1998 Checklist: Jean-Paul Haenni)
Last update: Jul 2024

Diagnosis: Small (2.0-5.0 mm) yellow to brownish black, often yellowish brown with
darker pattern, strongly bristled flies; wings distinctive, elongate and apically pointed,
with transverse veins only in basal part. Head with broadly separated eyes in both sexes
and antennae with rather long arista; two pairs of fronto-orbital, one pair of ocellar, two
pairs of vertical setae. Male genitalia large, folded under the abdomen. Identification is
mainly based upon male genitalia and vestiture of legs.

Biology: Adults are common in moist places, alongside streams or ponds, in deciduous
forests, swamps and damp meadows, but two common species may also occur in drier
biotopes. They may be encountered practically all year long. One species (Lonchoptera
bifurcata (Fallén, 1810)) is strictly parthenogenetic in Central Europe while the others
are bisexual. Larvae edaphic, saprophagous or microphagous, in leaf litter,among plant
debris and under pebbles along stony streams.

Nomenclature and classification: According to Fauna Europaea (Bartak 2013), with an
addition.

Number of species: CH: 9 (1998 Checklist: 7),
AT:7,BE: 7,CZ: 9, DE: 7, FR: 8, GB: 7, HU: 5, IT: 7, NL: 7, SK: 9, Europe: 14, World: 68.

Level of faunistic knowledge in Switzerland: Good; 1-2 additional rare species may
possibly occur in Switzerland. Lonchopteridae have been studied more thoroughly
only in cantons Vaud — even if not for a faunistical survey — (Baud 1973), and Geneva
(Merz 2012).

General references: Andersson (1991) [catalogue, Palaearctic species], Bahrmann &
Bellstedt (1988) [key, Central European species], Bartdk (1986) [key, European species],
Bartak (1998) [general, key to genera], Baud (1973) [biology], Bartak (2009) [checklist
CZ/SK], Bartak (2013) [Fauna Europaea database], Beuk (2022) [key, European species],
Drake (2002) [biology, ecology], Vaillant (1989) [general, taxonomy], Whittington & Beuk
(2022) [key, European species].

References to the Swiss fauna: Baud (1973), Haenni (1989,1998), Merz (2004, 2012), Merz
et al. (2006), Zwick (2004). Old bibliographical records from 19th century are unreliable
due to confusion in identifications before the use of male genital morphology for the
recognition of species.
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Lonchoptera bifurcata,
male (CMPD3, p.14).

Checklist

Lonchoptera Meigen, 1803

- bifurcata (fallén,1810) !
= furcata Fallén, 1823

- fallax de Meijere, 1906 |

- lutea Panzer,1809 |

- meijerei Collin, 1938 L

- pictipennis Bezzi, 1899 |

- scutellata stein, 1890 |

- strobli de Meijere, 1906 |

- tristis Meigen, 1824 |

- vaillanti zwick, 2004 L N1

Notes
N1 The validity of the species Lonchoptera vaillantiis questioned by Bartak (2009).
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